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Art school
What is…  
Institutional critique?

Art has long been a vehicle for protest against 
the status quo; in the late 1960s, this dissent 
was turned back on the art world itself. 
‘Institutional critique’ refers to art that examines 
the constructs of the gallery and museum, and 
challenges the politics and power structures 
that govern the institution of art. 

Travel Draw entries open

There are 10 luxury prizes worth almost 
$100,000 up for grabs in this year’s Travel 
Draw. First prize includes two Emirates 
Business Class tickets to Europe, plus a 
seven-night Lüftner Cruises tour of the 
Danube, and more. Every dollar raised from 
ticket sales goes towards helping the Gallery 
to acquire works for the collection. Entries 
open Monday 14 November 2016 and close at 
midnight, Friday 24 February 2017. Winners 
will be announced at 6pm Wednesday 
15 March 2017. Tickets: 1 for $6, 5 for $25, 10 
for $40, 20 for $70, 35 for $100. For more 
information about prizes and to buy tickets visit 
artgallery.nsw.gov.au/member/traveldraw.

Some of the best-known proponents of 
institutional critique have replicated and 
parodied the conventions and conceits of 
museum displays (Marcel Broodthaers); 
proposed provocative audience questionnaires 
that scrutinised the business leaders who fund 
and run art institutions (Hans Haacke); and 
performed speeches that satirise the effusive, 
self-congratulatory language of curators, critics 
and philanthropists (Andrea Fraser).

One of the odd paradoxes of institutional 
critique is that it is inevitably presented in the 
very institutions it seeks to challenge. Last 
year in See you at the barricades, the AGNSW 
featured important works by the Guerrilla Girls, 
an anonymous collective that highlights gender 
bias in the art world, and work by Richard Bell, 
who calls to account a system that exploits 
Indigenous Australian artists. Similarly, the next 
AGNSW Contemporary Project (see p 57) is 
a presentation of new work by BC Institute 
(formerly Brown Council), which will address 
the practices – and omissions – of collecting 
institutions with a critical eye.

Rebecca Gallo

Guerrilla Girls. Guerrilla Girls review the Whitney 1987 from 
Portfolio Compleat 1985–2012. Purchased 2014. © Guerrilla 
Girls, courtesy of guerrillagirls.com.


