
Look 13

Shannon Jiang’s work Beautiful. 

Anthony McCall Meeting you halfway II 2009. Single 
channel digital projection, black and white, silent, haze, 
installation dimensions variable, digital projection, duration: 
00:15:00 min, aspect ratio: 4:3. Art Gallery of New South 
Wales. Purchased 2014. © Anthony McCall.

Art School
What is light sculpture?

Light is usually a prerequisite condition for the 
viewing of art, but when light becomes the 
medium and subject, it is often best viewed in 
the dark. Light as a sculptural medium gained 
attention in the early 1960s, and has evolved in 
tandem with increasingly complex programming 
technologies. 

Some of the first artists to make light 
sculpture were the minimalists, most famously 
American artist Dan Flavin. He first used 
fluorescent light tubes in 1963 and they quickly 
became his sole material. For Flavin, the mass-
produced fixtures were not the sculpture; rather, 
he was interested in the way light could shape 
or sculpt a space. 

There are countless examples of 
contemporary light sculpture, with Australian 
audiences in recent years experiencing James 
Turrell’s spectacular light fields and Rafael 
Lozano-Hemmer’s interactive electronics. 
Currently at the Museum of Contemporary 
Art are whole-room light installations by 
Tatsuo Miyajima and, a little further afield, light 
sculpture is taken out of the gallery and into 
the landscape with Bruce Munro’s Field of Light 
near Uluru (until 31 March).  

Society Kids Drawing Prize

The winners of the Art Gallery Society Kids 
Drawing Prize are on display in the Members 
Lounge until February. Entrants were asked to 
draw a picture that reminded them of home. 
The winners were Hayden Jung in the 5–6 year-
old age category, Seung Hyun Shaun Park in the 
7–8 year-old age category, Shannon Jiang in the 
9–12 year-old age category and Madison Baird in 
the 13–16 year-old age category. 

Congratulations to all finalists and thanks 
to Faber-Castell Australia for its ongoing 
sponsorship of the Kids Drawing Prize, Kids club 
and Art club.  

Currently in the Art Gallery of NSW 
Contemporary galleries is UK-born, New 
York-based Anthony McCall’s Meeting you 
halfway II 2009, on view for the first time since 
its acquisition in 2014. With a background in 
filmmaking, McCall takes the basic ingredients 
of cinema – light and time – and uses them 
to create hypnotic total environments. Here, 
a projection is thrown into a haze-filled room, 
and the changing light forms take on a near-
physical presence, creating an enthralling, 
immersive experience. 
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